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untary. Having, however, proclaimed herself
sati, the woman who failed to complete the
act was defiled, a shaven head, a single simple
meal a day, no bed to sleep on, and constant
devotional exercises being the alternative.

Satin.   See Fabrics and Textile.

Satinwood (Rut ace a}, a family of plants
consisting of about no genera and over a
thousand species of trees, shrubs, and a few
herbaceous plants, widely distributed through-
out the warm and temperate regions of the
earth. The woods of this family, of which
the satinwood and orangewood are the best
known, are used chiefly for furniture and
cabinet work.

Satire (Latin satwa, a mixture), the ridi-
culing of any vice, folly, incapacity, or cor-
ruption which the writer perceives in the
ideals, social, political, or literary, of his con-
temporaries. Mere vituperation or abuse
without moral earnestness or a deep sense of
social wrong behind it is not hi the strict
sense of the word satire. Satire is distin-
guished from pathos, however, in that the
latter is born of a sense of inexorable wrong
as in the case of a cripple like Tiny Tim,
whereas satire is born of a sense of moral and
culpable wrong. On the other hand, satire
often comes very close to nonsense. Thus,
Swift's Gulliver's Travels, when given to
children who cannot perceive its sting, fur-
nishes much the same sort of delight as does
Alice in Wonderland. While both satire and
humor are frequently inspired by imperfec-
tion and freakish juxtaposition, satire al-
ways has bitterness at its heart. Great names
in satire include Langland (Piers Plowman} >
Chaucer, Rabelais, Voltaire, Samuel Butler,
Heine, Cervantes, Ibsen, Dryden, Swift, Pope,
Burns, Byron, and Carlyle. Among the chief
contemporary exponents of modern satire are
George Bernard Shaw and Hilaire Belloc.
Notable among American satirists are Nath-
aniel Ward, John Trumbull, Irving, Lowell,
Holmes, 'Artemus Ward' (Charles Farrar
Browne), Mark Twain, and in contemporary
fiction, Sinclair Lewis.

Satolli, Francesco (1839-1910), Roman
Catholic prelate, was born in Marsciano,
near Perugia, Italy, of noble lineage. In 1889
he attended the centenary of the Roman Cath-
olic-hierarchy in the United States, and was
the first Apostolic Delegate to the United
States (1893-96). He accomplished his mis-
sion with tact and was made cardinal in 1895.

Satsuma, ancient province of southwest-
ern Kiushiu, Japan, now part of the pre-

fecture of Kagoshima. It has long been noted
for its beautiful faience.
Saturn, the second largest of the planets
and the sixth in distance from the sun. It
revolves around its axis in 10 hours, 14.5
min. It has a mean diameter of 71,500 m.,
or nine times that of the earth. Its mass is
only 95 times that of the earth, however, be-
cause its specific gravity is less than that of
any other planet, being less even than that
of water. Saturn's rings are a unique set of
appendages, first detected by Galileo, and la-
ter resolved into their true shape by Huy-
gens. Consult Proctor's Evenings with the
Stars (1925)-
Saturnalia, the festival in honor of the
god Saturnus at ancient Rome, and in Latium
generally. It was held in the middle of De-
cember, and was in origin a rustic harvest-
home, lasting at first for three, later for seven
days. At this time of year the slaves were
given many unusual liberties, even to taking
first place at the table where they were served
by their masters.
Saturninus, Lucius Apuleius, dema-
gogue of ancient Rome, who was tribune of
the commons three times.
Satyrs, in Greek mythology, semi-divine
beings who regularly attended Dionysus.
They had rough hair, pointed ears like those
of a goat, two small horns, a tail, and hoofs.
Sauerkraut, a German preparation of
cabbage, made by shredding it, covering with
salt, and pressing into a barrel where it is al-
lowed to stand until fermentation takes place,
when it is stored in a cool place.
Saul, the first king of Israel, son of Kish,
of the tribe of Benjamin. He is represented
as a giant in stature, a brave, patriotic man,
able, energetic, generally successful in war
and, in his better moods, a man of some per-
sonal magnetism. Saul came to the throne
probably some time near 1030 B.C. At that
time Israel was under the overlordship of the
powerful Philistine confederacy. The new
king destroyed the Philistine garrisons with-
in Israel, and established the latter's inde-
pendence, save for a border warfare. In the
latter half of his reign, probably after he had
achieved considerable military success, a mor-
ose melancholia developed to an alarming ex-
tent. In the five years between the onset of
Saul's malady and his death, the government
administration became constantly more ineffi-
cient, and finally Saul took his life. However,
his reign awoke the nation to a consciousness
of their efficiency under capable leadership